CHAPTER XVII

THE   INCIDENCE  OF  IMPERIAL  TAXATION  AS
BETWEEN  ONE DOMINION AND   ANOTHER

PROPOSALS for changing the present Constitution   CHAP.
must thus conform to two opposite conditions, to ^J^
one of them absolutely, to the other so far as is The two
possible.

On the one hand, such proposals must secure to
the reformed Imperial Government the power it
now has of raising all the revenue required for
Imperial purposes, and therefore of distraining upon
individual taxpayers for the revenues voted by the
Imperial Parliament.

On the other hand, such proposals must interfere
as little as possible with the power of parliaments
responsible to the several Dominions of deter-
mining the incidence of taxation between man and
man, each within their several jurisdictions.

In considering how far it is possible to reconcile Position
these two opposite conditions,  our safest course
will be to ask ourselves first of all what it is that gfdered.n
we need to do in  order to extend responsibility
for peace and war to the people of the Dominions,
and then confine ourselves strictly to doing that
and nothing more.    Let us glance, therefore, at
the position as it must have presented itself to
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